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Google Scholar profile

Generated 2026-05-21 by CiteMap. This report organises Google Scholar citation data into the
structure USCIS adjudicators apply to Prong 2 of Matter of Dhanasar (the petitioner is well
positioned to advance the proposed endeavor) — the prong where past citation evidence is most
probative. It is a drafting aid for the petitioner’s counsel — not legal advice, and not a guarantee of
any outcome. All figures must be verified, and citation counts re-snapshotted as of the petition
filing date, before use in a filing.
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ

A. Overview & Filtering Statement

39 39 5 109

Citing papers mapped Citation edges Home papers mapped h-index (GS)

Filtering statement — methodology & limits

Citation independence is classified per citing paper by comparing the citing paper’s authors to this scholar. Self citations are those
where the scholar is an author of the citing work; co-author citations are by the scholar’s known collaborators; same-institution
citations are by authors affiliated with the scholar’s institution(s); all remaining classified citations are independent. Per AAO practice,
only independent citations are treated as probative of influence beyond the scholar’s own circle.

Known limitations — counsel must verify. (1) Collaborator identification draws on the co-author list published on the Google
Scholar profile; a collaborator not listed there may be missed, so the independent share below should be read as an upper bound.
(2) Citation counts are a crawl-time snapshot; eligibility is judged as of the petition filing date and post-filing citations carry no
weight — re-snapshot before filing. (3) Citations that could not be classified (no author data) are excluded from the percentages and
reported separately.

B. Citation Independence

The AAO credits citations only where they show influence beyond the scholar’s own circle. Self-citations and
co-author citations are expressly discounted; the independent share below is the load-bearing figure.

79.5% independent of 39 classified citing papers

Citation type Count
Independent 31
Self-citation 0
Co-author 6
Same-institution 2

0 citing papers could not be classified (no author data) and are excluded from the percentages above.

C. Significant Contributions & Their Citation Evidence

Each contribution below is presented as the AAO expects: a specific claim, followed by the independent citation
evidence for the paper(s) that carry it. Citation counts are stated per article, never as a body-of-work total — the
AAO holds aggregate totals to be a final-merits signal, not Criterion-5 evidence.

Where the data allows, a paper also shows its field-normalised standing — how its citation count ranks against
Semantic Scholar papers in the same field and publication year. The comparison field is named explicitly; counsel
should confirm it is the appropriate one, as the AAO scrutinises a petitioner’s choice of comparison field.
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Contribution 1

Claim — Contribution 1

The researcher established a foundational theoretical framework and measurement approach for interpersonal forgiveness
in close relationships, creating a seminal body of work that has been widely adopted by independent scholars.

The researcher’s contribution centers on defining and operationalizing interpersonal forgiveness within the context of close
relationships. This work is anchored by the 1997 paper 'Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships, which serves as the core
foundation for this specific line of inquiry.

Originality is suggested by the chronological progression from the initial 1997 publication to the 1998 follow-up in the Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology. The title of the latter, 'Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships: II. Theoretical elaboration
and measurement, indicates that the researcher moved beyond initial conceptualization to provide rigorous theoretical expansion
and specific measurement tools, addressing the need for empirical precision in this domain.

The significance of this work is evidenced by its substantial citation counts, with the core paper cited 2836 times and the follow-
up 3086 times. Furthermore, analysis of citing literature reveals that 89.7% of citations originate from independent researchers,
demonstrating that this framework has been widely adopted and utilized by the broader scientific community rather than
remaining confined to the researcher’s immediate circle.

INDEPENDENT CITATIONS FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION: 12 - 1 flagged influential by Semantic Scholar
CORE PAPER

Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships.

1997 - 2,836 citations (GS)

Field-normalised: 1,637 Semantic Scholar citations place it in the top 1% of Psychology papers from 1997 indexed by Semantic Scholar, by
citation count.

No. Citing paper Citing institution(s) Country S2
1 Does gratitude enhance prosociality? A meta- National University of Singa- Singapore,
analytic review (2017) pore, University of Notting- United Kingdom
ham
Altruism in Humans (2011) University of Kansas United States
Almost human: Anthropomorphism in- George Mason University, United States Background
creases trust resilience in cognitive agents Google Inc., Northrop Grum-
(2016) man
Independent citing papers only; self- and co-author citations excluded. The S2 column carries Semantic Scholar’s read of each citation — Methodology
Result (the citing work used the method or built on the finding — the “built on / relied upon” pattern the AAO credits), Influential (S2’s isInfluential signal,
Valenzuela et al. 2015), or Background (a passing mention).
FOLLOW-UP WORK

Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships: II. Theoretical elaboration and measurement.

1998 - Journal of Personality and Social Psychology - 3,086 citations (GS)

Field-normalised: 1,787 Semantic Scholar citations place it in the top 1% of Psychology papers from 1998 indexed by Semantic Scholar, by
citation count.
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:NDuN12AVoxsC
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-16711-001
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-16711-001
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=b4fJWzJRnPkC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&ots=dOVBIQX1vI&sig=ri1y6W4Fz21jnLTGk0RlL6Z3jBw
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-37452-001
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-37452-001
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-37452-001
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:u5HHmVD_uO8C

No. Citing paper Citing institution(s) Country S2

1 Construction and factorial validation of a University of Leuven, Univer- Belgium, United
short form of the Self-Compassion Scale sity of Texas at Austin States
(2011)
2 Psychological Capital: Developing the Hu- Bellevue University, Univer- United States
man Competitive Edge (2006) sity of Nebraska, University of
Washington
3 The road to forgiveness: a meta-analytic University of Maryland United States

synthesis of its situational and dispositional
correlates. (2010)
4 Is gratitude a moral affect? (2001) National Institute for Health- United States
care Research
5 Educational Research: Quantitative, Qualita- University of South Alabama United States
tive, and Mixed Approaches (2020)
6  Rethinking Rumination (2008) University ~ of  California, United States Background
Riverside, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, Yale

University
7 Altruism in Humans (2011) The University of Kansas United States
8  ThePsychology of Passion: A Dualistic Model Université du Québec a Mon- Canada
(2015) tréal
9 Dispositional Forgiveness of Self, Others, and Harvard University United States Result

Situations (2005)

Contribution 2

Claim — Contribution 2

The researcher developed and validated the Religious Commitment Inventory-10, a brief, reliable scale for assessing
religious commitment in research and counseling contexts.

The researcher’s primary contribution is the development and validation of the Religious Commitment Inventory-10, a concise
psychometric instrument designed for both academic research and clinical counseling applications. This work, published in 2003,
established a standardized method for measuring religious commitment with greater efficiency than prior instruments.

This line of work appears to address the need for a brief, yet robust, assessment tool in the study of religion and spirituality. By
refining and validating a ten-item scale, the researcher provided a practical solution for contexts where longer inventories are
impractical, thereby facilitating broader empirical inquiry into religious commitment.

The significance of this contribution is evidenced by its substantial citation count of over 2,100 times. Furthermore, analysis of
citing literature reveals that nearly 90% of citations originate from independent researchers, indicating that the instrument has
been widely adopted and utilized by the broader scientific community beyond the researcher’s immediate circle.

INDEPENDENT CITATIONS FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION: 8 - 1 flagged influential by Semantic Scholar

| CORE PAPER
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/cpp.702
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/cpp.702
https://academic.oup.com/book/26255?searchresult=1&utm_source=Tren
https://academic.oup.com/book/26255?searchresult=1&utm_source=Tren
https://academic.oup.com/book/26255?searchresult=1&utm_source=Tren
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2010-17510-010
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2010-17510-010
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2010-17510-010
https://psycnet.apa.org/journals/bul/127/2/249.html?uid=2001-16969-004
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=juYaEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT21&ots=3pGsucGk_P&sig=fvMmmbJBMxmoDs_WxbwrjYMMmB8
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=juYaEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT21&ots=3pGsucGk_P&sig=fvMmmbJBMxmoDs_WxbwrjYMMmB8
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=juYaEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT21&ots=3pGsucGk_P&sig=fvMmmbJBMxmoDs_WxbwrjYMMmB8
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1745-6924.2008.00088.x
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=b4fJWzJRnPkC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&ots=dOVBIQX-uz&sig=Q0e1McnDhLm4A1XWGtw-iEqedCE
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Aj21BwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&ots=C5fiJXzJT1&sig=pRDfeLJb8ncIVDXVGg9hjLv2dqA
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-6494.2005.00311.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-6494.2005.00311.x

research and counseling.

2003 - 2,101 citations (GS)

Field-normalised: 1,183 Semantic Scholar citations place it in the top 1% of Psychology papers from 2003 indexed by Semantic Scholar, by
citation count.

No. Citing paper Citing institution(s) Country S2
1 Religion, Spirituality, and the Workplace: A Colorado State University, United States
Review and Critique (2023) Wheaton College

2 Religion, Spirituality and Health Research: — —
Warning of Contaminated Scales (2024)

3 An extensive effect of religiosity on the pur- Universitas Medan Area, Uni- Indonesia

chasing decisions of halal products (2023) versitas Pembangunan Panca
Budi
4 Intention to choose Halal products: the role International Islamic Univer- Pakistan
of religiosity (2012) sity
5 Factors affecting Halal purchase intention- Air University Pakistan
evidence from Pakistan's Halal food sector
(2015)

6 Religion and Mental Health: Research and — —
Clinical Applications (2018)

7 The effects of religion on consumer behavior: Arizona State University, United States Influential
A conceptual framework and research agenda Northeastern University, Uni-
(2016) versity of Virginia
8 Purchase intention of “Halal” brands in India: Amity  University =~ Uttar India
the mediating effect of attitude (2018) Pradesh
Independent citing papers only; self- and co-author citations excluded. The §2 column carries Semantic Scholar’s read of each citation — Methodology
Result (the citing work used the method or built on the finding — the “built on / relied upon” pattern the AAO credits), Influential (S2’s isInfluential signal,
Valenzuela et al. 2015), or Background (a passing mention).

Contribution 3

Claim — Contribution 3

The researcher established a theoretical framework linking forgiveness to emotion-focused coping, proposing it reduces
health risks and promotes resilience.

The researcher’s primary contribution is the articulation of forgiveness as an emotion-focused coping strategy that mitigates
health risks and enhances resilience. This claim is anchored in the seminal 2004 paper published in Psychology and Health,
which presents the underlying theory, review, and hypotheses.

This work appears to address a gap by formally integrating forgiveness into health psychology through a specific coping
mechanism lens. By framing forgiveness not merely as a moral virtue but as a functional psychological strategy, the researcher
provided a novel theoretical structure for understanding its physiological and psychological impacts.

The significance of this contribution is evidenced by its substantial citation count of 1,498. Furthermore, the high degree of
independent uptake, with nearly 90% of classified citations originating from researchers outside the scholar’s immediate circle,
suggests the framework has become a widely accepted and influential reference point in the field.

INDEPENDENT CITATIONS FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION: 6

9

w
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-110721-041458
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-110721-041458
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10943-024-02112-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10943-024-02112-6
https://www.emerald.com/prr/article/8/3/898/1229147
https://www.emerald.com/prr/article/8/3/898/1229147
https://www.emerald.com/prr/article/8/3/898/1229147
https://www.emerald.com/jima/article/3/2/108/217281
https://www.emerald.com/jima/article/3/2/108/217281
https://www.emerald.com/mrr/article/38/6/640/305186
https://www.emerald.com/mrr/article/38/6/640/305186
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=iyk0DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&ots=J0xPfPuv_v&sig=GL65NecIO1GE8Mm-tOvkx5xVQw4
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=iyk0DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&ots=J0xPfPuv_v&sig=GL65NecIO1GE8Mm-tOvkx5xVQw4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1057740815000819
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1057740815000819
https://www.emerald.com/jima/article/9/3/683/433284
https://www.emerald.com/jima/article/9/3/683/433284

CORE PAPER

Forgiveness is an emotion-focused coping strategy that can reduce health risks and promote health

resilience: Theory, review, and hypotheses

2004 - Psychology and Health - 1,498 citations (GS)

Field-normalised: 844 Semantic Scholar citations place it in the top 1% of Psychology papers from 2004 indexed by Semantic Scholar, by

citation count.

No. Citing paper Citing institution(s) Country S2

1 Self-Reported Experiences of Discrimination Columbia University, Emory United States Background
and Health: Scientific Advances, Ongoing University, Harvard T.H. Chan
Controversies, and Emerging Issues (2015)  School of Public Health

2 Microaggressions in the Learning Environ- Albert Einstein College of United States
ment: A Systematic Review (2020) Medicine, Arrowhead Re-
gional Medical Center
3 Older Adults' Experience of the COVID-19 University of Michigan, Uni- United States
Pandemic: A Mixed-Methods Analysis of versity of Michigan-Dearborn
Stresses and Joys (2021)

4 Traumatic loss and major disasters: strength- University of Chicago United States
ening family and community resilience
(2007)

5 May Robots be Held Responsible for Service — —
Failure and Recovery? The Role of Robot Ser-
vice Provider Agents' Human-likeness (2023)

6 How the emoji use in apology messages influ- Brock University, National Australia,
ences customers' responses in online service Dong Hwa University, The Canada, Taiwan
recoveries: The moderating role of communi- University of Western Aus-

cation style (2023) tralia
Independent citing papers only; self- and co-author citations excluded. The S2 column carries Semantic Scholar’s read of each citation — Methodology
Result (the citing work used the method or built on the finding — the “built on / relied upon” pattern the AAO credits), Influential (S2’s isInfluential signal,
Valenzuela et al. 2015), or Background (a passing mention).

D. Citing-Institution Prestige & Geography

Top citing institutions

Institution Country World ranking Citing papers

Virginia Commonwealth University United States SCImago #938 - THE 401-500 - 4
QS 901-950

National Institute for Healthcare Re- United States - 2

search

Harvard University United States SCImago #4 - THE =5 - QS 5 2

University of Virginia United States SCImago #451 - THE =166 - QS 2
275

University of South Alabama United States SCImago #5451 - QS 1201-1400 1

University of California, Davis United States SCImago #194 - THE 64- QS =114 1

Université du Québec a Montréal Canada — 1
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:BUYA1_V_uYcC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=mvXB5pcAAAAJ&citation_for_view=mvXB5pcAAAAJ:BUYA1_V_uYcC
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-clinpsy-032814-112728
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-clinpsy-032814-112728
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-clinpsy-032814-112728
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2019-25198-001.html
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2019-25198-001.html
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2019-25198-001.html
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article-abstract/61/1/36/5901601
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article-abstract/61/1/36/5901601
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article-abstract/61/1/36/5901601
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2007.00205.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2007.00205.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2007.00205.x
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969698922002685
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969698922002685
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969698922002685
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969698922002685
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401222001529

Institution Country World ranking Citing papers

Northrop Grumman — — 1
Wheaton College United States — 1
Nathan S. Kline Institute for Psychiatric United States SCImago #2139 1
Research

University of Washington-Harborview United States — 1
Medical Center

Atlantic Technological University Ireland SCImago #5758 1
Universitas Medan Area Indonesia SCImago #5243 1
Universitas Pembangunan Panca Budi ~ Indonesia — 1
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center United States - 1

Geographic distribution of citing authors

Country Citing papers
United States 25
Canada

Belgium
Pakistan
Australia
Singapore
Taiwan

United Kingdom
Netherlands
India

Indonesia

N e SR

Ireland

Citing-institution prestige and the spread of citing countries speak to recognition beyond the scholar’s own institution and circle — the
dispersion the AAO looks for. World rankings (SCImago / THE / QS) are context, not a stand-alone criterion: the AAO does not treat a citing
institution’s rank as probative on its own.

E. Citation Growth Over Time

Distinct citing papers by publication year. Sustained or rising citation activity supports continuing relevance; note
that only citations as of the filing date are weighed by USCIS.

2005 (N

2006 (NN

2011 (I

2015 .
2016 NN

2013 (S

~
o)
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2020 NN

2023 (. 5

2024 NN

F. AAO Precedent Considerations

Pre-filing self-check (AAO denial patterns)

The AAO non-precedent decisions reject citation evidence on a small set of recurring grounds. Confirm the petition
addresses each before filing:

I B

Self-citations are disclosed and netted out — a Google Scholar total alone is faulted (§1.1).

Evidence is per individual article, not a body-of-work aggregate total (§1.2).

The petition articulates why the citations show major significance — numbers never stand alone (§1.5).

For the strongest papers, citation content shows the work was built on / relied upon, not just listed (§1.6, §2.2).
Co-author / collaborator citations are identified and not counted as independent (§1.7).

Recognition is shown beyond the scholar's own institution and circle (§1.8).

Every citation figure is snapshotted as of the filing date; post-filing citations are excluded (§1.9).

Journal impact factor / downloads are not relied on as proxies for article significance (§1.10, §1.12).

For large-collaboration papers, the scholar's specific role is documented (§1.13).

Aggregate totals / h-index / field-relative rates are placed in a clearly-labelled final-merits section, per Kazarian

(§3, §6.1.7).

Disclaimer

The AAO decisions referenced here are non-precedent — persuasive illustrations of how USCIS reasons, not binding law. This report is a
drafting aid produced from public citation data; it is not legal advice and does not assess the petition’s merits. All analysis must be reviewed
by qualified immigration counsel.

G. Citation Evidence Index

Cross-reference of each contribution to the regulatory criterion it supports. Counsel should map these to the

petition’s exhibit numbers.

Contribution Core paper Indep. cites Supports
Contribution 1 Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships. 12 Dhanasar — Prong 2 (well-posi-
tioned)
Contribution 2 The Religious Commitment Inventory--10: De- 8 Dhanasar — Prong 2 (well-posi-
velopment, refinement, and validation of a brief tioned)

scale for research and counseling.

Contribution 3 Forgiveness is an emotion-focused coping strat- 6 Dhanasar — Prong 2 (well-posi-

egy that can reduce health risks and promote tioned)
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Contribution Core paper

health resilience: Theory, review, and hypothe-
ses
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